Readers’ Group Discussion Questions for

The House on Tradd Street
1) Melanie likes control and order in all aspects of her life.  What made her that way?  
2) Why is Melanie in denial about her sixth sense?  

3) Sophie Wallen is Melanie’s polar opposite, yet they’re best friends.  What do they like about each other that makes them bond?

4) In the beginning of the book, Melanie tends to think that the land on which dilapidated historic homes sit would be better used as parking lots.  How does her thinking change by the end of the book?  Why?

5) What are the origins of Melanie’s dislike of old houses?  

6) What is Jack’s motivation for lying to Melanie about the possible existence of the diamonds in her house?  Is it justifiable?  What motivates him to finally tell her the truth?
7) What attracts Jack and Melanie to each other?  What are their reasons for keeping the other at arm’s length?

8) Jack’s character is emotionally deeper than he first appears or lets on.  Why does he keep this part of himself a secret?

9) Melanie was raised by her alcoholic father from the age of six and they are estranged at the beginning of the book.  How does their relationship change by the end of the book?  Do you understand Melanie’s harsh attitude towards her father when he re-enters her life and joins AA?

10) Why does Mr. Vanderhorst choose Melanie to be his heir?  What part of Mr. Vanderhorst’s letter convinces Melanie to keep the house and accept the terms of the will?    

11) Why is Melanie attracted to Marc Longo?  What makes her enter into a relationship with him?  

12) Melanie sees ghosts, as does a plumber and a little boy in the book.  Is it plausible that others would also have a sixth sense?  How do the other characters in the book react to Melanie’s ability?  Why is her father so negative about it?
13) Melanie was abandoned by her mother when she was a child.  What do you think were her mother’s motivation for leaving?  Do you think it’s possible for them to reconcile?
