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IN LIFESTYLES, 1E
Area author talks about

becoming a writer and her
latest book ‘Color of Light.
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Author Karen White will join the Gwinnett Daily Post Book Club to talk about her latest book, “The Color of Light.” Her book is set on
Pawleys Island, S.C., which is one of White's favorite areas.

Author goes back to the lowcountry in ‘Color of Light’

By RACHAEL MAsox
STAFF WRITER
rachael. mason@gwinnetlidalypost.com

type in the 10th grade, she

probably would never have
become an author.

[n elementary school, her teach-
ers began complimenting her cre-
ativity and writing abilities. They
encouraged her writing, but she
wasn’t interested because hand-
writing was so difficult for her.

“It’s very painstakingly slow for
me to make it legible, and it can’t
keep up with my thoughts,” White
said.

But when she learned to type,
her hands could suddenly keep up.
Now, she types 100 words a
minute.

She began writing her first book
in 1996, while her children were
napping. Four years later, that
book, “In the Shadow of the
Moon,” was published.

In July, White will join the
Gwinnett Daily Post Book Club to
talk about her latest book, “The
Color of Light” (New American
Library, $12.95).

If Karen White hadn’t learned to

IFTOUGO

Come to the next meeting of the Gwinnett Daily s
FPost Book Club to meet Karen White. The [
Alpharetta author will discuss “The Color of

Light.”

B What: Gwinnett Daily Post Book Club

‘B When: 7 p.m. July 21

B Where: Chapter 11 Emukstmre 875
Lawrenceville-Suwanee Road in the Target

shopping center

B Cost: Free. The book is available for
$12.95. Mention the Post's book club and
receive a 20 percent discount on the /8
book at the Lawrenceville Chapter 11

store.

B Info: Call 770-963-9205, ext. 1324.

White lives in Alpharetta with
her husband, Tim, and her chil-
dren, Meghan, 13, and Connor, 11.

Her book is set on Pawleys
Island, 8.C., which is one of
White's favorite areas. She and her
family visit a different area in the
lowcountry of Georgia and South
Carolina every summer.

“My husband doesn’t know that
['m really just scouting out the
location of our future home.”
White said.

She has loved the lowcountry
since she first visited Hilton Head
Island, 5.C., about 10 years ago.

“It was just a feeling, ‘I belong
here, I want to live here.’ The
smell of the marsh, the air there, [
can’t explain it. It was simply a
feeling of having come home,”
White said.

Her character Jillian in- *“The
Color of Light” shares that feeling.
Although Jillian grew up in
Atlanta, she always spent the sum-

mer with her grandmother on Paw-
leys Island.

During the summer Jillian was
16, her best friend, Lauren, who
lived on Pawleys Island, disap-
peared. Jillian, now 32, hasn’t
been back to the island since then.
But at the beginning of “The Color
of Light,” Jillian, who 1s pregnant
and newly divorced, moves to
Pawleys Island with her 7-year-old
daughter, Grace.

With Grace's help, Jillian finally
finds out what happened that sum-
mer 16 years ago. She also recon-
nects with Linc, who was Lauren’s
boyfriend and a suspect in her dis-
appearance.

On Pawleys Island, Jillian starts
to become closer to her daughter.

“I like to have a flawed charac-
ter who really grows a lot,” White

“said. “I thought it would be really

interesting to have a character
who’s a mother, but completely
ambivalent about motherhood.”

White took the title of her novel
from a question her daughter
Meghan once asked.

“She looked up at the sky and
said, ‘Mommy, what is the color of
light?"” White said.



